Participating in the operations
off the coast of France oo 6
June, 1944, the Coast Guard -

“, Danned LCT(L)-93 disepbaricsd twe
loads of trocps, epcountating

little ersay nction on the first trip but sustain-
ing several direct hita on the second., The second
landing was pade during & mapidly falling tide om
the afternocs of & June, As the vessel approached
the beach, sha had to pass over & sand bar. She
m:-p:l,um this and procesded about 20 yards

WHMMMhmm“hdh-

Sapbark m Vhile unloading ahe beaved around

“‘on ‘ths stern ancher slowly to prevent belng atranded

by the falling. tide. About 25 troops remained om

board whan the epemy found the menge and concentrated
several heavy batieries on the wessel, Four troope
wers saricualy injured and were later evacuated with

‘tha crew, one soldier being killsd, The crew suffer-

ed five shrapnel capualties and two others were

“‘seticusly injured, After the remaining trocps had

beon ‘didenbarked, an attespi was sade to retrsct,

The ‘engines and stern anchor took the 93 off the

beach, but aha eould not pass over ths bar astern

of the ship, By this time the vessel had recelived

‘at leapt 10 direct hits, two passing through the

pllot house; two throurh the starboard bow st the

forecastlas and the resalnder slong the port slds,
fhrapnel froc the bursts had pade a sleve out of the

port pansagewmny,

*ENACUATICH Failing to pet off the bar; and
CPDERLY ; 8till under heavy srexy fire, the
ship called for a small bemt to
evacuate the wounded moldieres and
m later in the afternoon two nore small boata
" awmouated those left on board. Thare was no sign of
panie,; all hands obeyine orders end no one Llsaving
the ship until ordered to do so, Three days later
\uh-p-u-n'uuuﬂ.‘ﬂuﬂnﬂ found two holes in the
- rh.'nnl bow, eack at least & yard in dlazetsr; &
two fest wide and six feet long oo the port
‘paussd by severnl hits; while aft a mine had
'y wded throwing starboard & over against
g the port engine. Two troop compartments, the orew's
® quarters, the engine room, the boatswain's lecker
and ths forward peak tank were all flooded,

USS SERPENS (AK-97)
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PS8 SEAPENS (AX-O7) The ISS SERFEIS (AX-97), a carge
BrLOES ship sanned by Comst Guard per=

ponnel; sank after an exploaicn
on 29 Jenuary, 1945, while an-
ohored off Lungs Beach; Guadalcanal, The explosion
was poasibly dus to an enemy attack, A 14,250 ton
ammiunition ship, the SERFEIS was loading depth bombe
at the tise, A number of other ships nearby were
" dasaged in the explosion, which also caused sooe
dasage ashore, Eight officers and 188 crewssn,
all that wers on board at the tize, wers killed.l
The cnly survivors were 2 afficers and & men who were
ashors at the tise of the explesilon. In additlon,
57 Army perscnnel, including ome officer, were killed,

© 1, TYor a complete list of those killed see Appondixd.
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the harbor splaabed as the shells hit, - beads
our btoet in the Alrection of the -niu-i
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the water wan filled only with flcating debr ﬂ};
fish, torn life jackets, lusber and other unifed
fisble cbjects, The smell of death, and fire, | 5
paiscline, and oil was evidert and uuluu:.l,
was sudden death, and horrer, unwanted and WI.IM
for; tut compleis,”

155 S EEFSCOT Cn the morning of June €
GCES ACROUND the Coast Guard manned Ty
QFF_Iw0 JIMA SEEPSCOT (A00-24), & 700 F“J'-Fr‘ .

tanker, went aground in s
on the sastern ;HI-H" e}
The veassl had teen ordered to the ?‘}{q
there and the cocmanding offlcer, Lty
'H'.Enﬁ-r, lEl-D:.H, kad recussted that ha’ h
all weather information as scon as r-u:lm; e L
the dangercus conditions existing and the ‘fact ﬂ:ﬂ-"; A
the vessel was moored only 200 yards from share,' .- -
She Tmd cos 6% Banils 1ins %o & buoy oo Ner part BB
two &' panila lines to abvoy on ber port quartar, o
and ore E* munila and a 2% spring lines to & budyix
on her starboard guartor. On the previcus day f7 35w MRs
ptorz had been reported about 750 miles south, £
west of Iws Ji=a but its sxact location was ‘not tham
definitaly known. A storm somewhat north of :
bad dissipated but there were indlcations al
stors forming. The penersl trend of this s
about noon of the Sth, was northerly with ad
spoed of 4 knota and & wind Hlﬂdlﬂ at HH!-‘
40 milas per hour. This stors was, at that.
however, sxpected to pass north and west of 1
Jims, At 1800 on % June there was no change i
forecast, A weather plane which had lhrhﬂ
investigats bad turned beok with l:tl.u 1
second plape had been sent out. At 2000 ob.
Hﬂmhrnl't-ﬂlih:rlill npartqu E
134° E, with the estimnted poaition et X
Jmﬁ'r-h as 297 K, 13° E. The
HEEPSCOT was approxisataly 249 LAY K, '.IJ'.l
11:.. storas was at this time, therefore, u:pmhd jq, [
pass well to the north and west of her poeitism. =k
Betueen 0000 and Q400 on the &th; weather messapms "‘-r"u-, )
s

e
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received by the SHEEPSCUT were geneml, cne indida-
ting that the weatlsr would resain unchl.n;td d'l.u":l.l:‘
the night. Another received at 0205 was
affect that winds might Teach 25 knots tﬂ'

STEFS 10 At this tiss twe starboard and Ty
AVERT thres port tanks were ordered .
PIEASTER tallasted, the operetlon being e

completed about 0630, About. ‘-J-.
wl;lhm“"ﬂuﬂm-n
SCFL was advised that the SHEEFSCOT was casting off ..

#all lines and standing out to ses, The wind wes ""_""*::'-‘.
then 55M at 25 to 30 knots, in gusts, seas 6, with" 5.5
heavy rain squalls reducing visibility to about - -‘.'I':'*"'i
1000 yards at times, After the bow 1l.ml ware off n
at 0510 the starboard stern wire was let go., At s
0530 & port line sapped and was left bapging dm . - .00,

&7 2k '-_;"



